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The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Hon. RICHARD
BLUMENTHAL, a Senator from the State
of Connecticut.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Immortal, invisible God only wise,
You are worthy to receive our adora-
tion. Lord, establish the works of Your
hands on Capitol Hill, strengthening
our Senators and their staffs as they
seek to honor You by serving others.
Give them the wisdom to be agents of
healing and hope, enabling our citizens
to live in greater justice and peace.
Make them eager to reverently submit
to Your guidance and to obey Your pre-
cepts. We pray in Your sacred Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 5, 2012.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable RICHARD BLUMEN-
THAL, a Senator from the State of Con-
necticut, to perform the duties of the Chair.

DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.

Senate

Mr. BLUMENTHAL thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

——
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader remarks the Senate will be in a
period of morning business. The filing
deadline for first-degree amendments
to the surface transportation bill is 4
o’clock today. There will be no votes
today. The first vote of the week will
be noon tomorrow, a motion to invoke
cloture on the surface transportation
bill.

———

APPLYING THE COUNTERVAILING
DUTY PROVISIONS OF THE TAR-
IFF ACT OF 1930 TO NONMARKET
ECONOMY COUNTRIES

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to S.
2153.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2153) to apply the countervailing
duty provisions of the Tariff Act of 1930 to
nonmarket economy countries, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the bill be read three
times and passed; that when the Senate
receives H.R. 4105 and, if it is identical
to the text of S. 2153, the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of
H.R. 4105, the bill be read a third time
and passed, with no amendment in
order prior to passage; that the motion

to reconsider be laid on the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The bill (S. 2153) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time and passed, as follows:

S. 2153

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. APPLICATION OF COUNTERVAILING
DUTY PROVISIONS TO NONMARKET
ECONOMY COUNTRIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 701 of the Tariff
Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1671) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

¢“(f) APPLICABILITY TO PROCEEDINGS INVOLV-
ING NONMARKET ECONOMY COUNTRIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the merchandise on which
countervailing duties shall be imposed under
subsection (a) includes a class or kind of
merchandise imported, or sold (or likely to
be sold) for importation, into the United
States from a nonmarket economy country.

‘(2) EXCEPTION.—A countervailing duty is
not required to be imposed under subsection
(a) on a class or kind of merchandise im-
ported, or sold (or likely to be sold) for im-
portation, into the United States from a
nonmarket economy country if the admin-
istering authority is unable to identify and
measure subsidies provided by the govern-
ment of the nonmarket economy country or
a public entity within the territory of the
nonmarket economy country because the
economy of that country is essentially com-
prised of a single entity.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subsection (f) of sec-
tion 701 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as added by
subsection (a) of this section, applies to—

(1) all proceedings initiated under subtitle
A of title VII of that Act (19 U.S.C. 1671 et
seq.) on or after November 20, 2006;

(2) all resulting actions by U.S. Customs
and Border Protection; and

(3) all civil actions, criminal proceedings,
and other proceedings before a Federal court
relating to proceedings referred to in para-
graph (1) or actions referred to in paragraph
(2).
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